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XVII. Japanese Atrocities 
United States Protests and Representations to Japan 
(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. X, No~ 241, February 5, 1944) 
Immediately after the attack on Pearl Harbor 
the Department of State took up with Japan the 
matter of according proper treatment for Ameri-
can nationals in Japanese hands. .Although 
Japan is not a party to the Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention the Department obtained from 
the Japanese Government a commitment to apply 
the provisions of that convention to .American 
prisoners of war, and, so far as adaptable, to 
civilian internees held by J apa11. Since the very 
beginning of the war, by repeated protests and 
representations through the protecting power, the 
Departrnent has again and again called to the 
Japanese Gover11ment 's attention failures on the 
part of Japanese authorities to live up to their 
Government's u11dertakings. 
Horrified ·at the accounts of repatriates who 
returned on the first exchange voyage of the 
Gripshol11t, accounts with which the public is fa-
miliar through the statements of Mr. Grew and 
other repatriates, the Department made these ac.-
counts the basis of a vigorous and comprehensive 
protest to the J apa·nese Government. 
The American people are familiar with the 
protest addressed to Japan following the J apa-
nese Governn1ent 's barbarous action in executing 
our aviators who fell into Japanese hands after 
General Doolittle's raid over Tokyo. · In that pro-
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test the Department again called upon the J a pa-
nes~ Government to carry out_ its agreement to 
6bserve the provisions of the convention and 
warned the Japanese Governll!_ent in no uncertai11 
terms that the .American Government will hold 
personally and officially responsible for their acts 
of depravity and barbarity all officers of the J apa-
nese Government who have participated in their 
commitme11t and, with th_e inexorable and inevi-
table ·conclusion of the war, will visit upon such 
Japanese officers tl1e punishment they deserve 
for their un'civilized and inhuman acts against 
.American prisoners of war. 
When it received fro1n the military authorities. 
reports of the brutal atrocities and depraved 
cruelties inflicted by the Japanese upon Ameri-
can prisoners of war in the Philippines the De-
partment again called upon the Japanese Govern-
ment to honor its undertaking to apply the pro-
visions of the Geneva Prisoners of War Con-
vention and to observe in its treatment of .Ameri-
can nationals held by it the international comn1on 
law of .decency. 
These pr~tests are but three of the many that 
have been sent by the Department to Japan. 
In order th~t the public may be familiar with 
the Department's efforts to obtain from Japan 
fulfilment of its undertakings to treat .American 
nationals in its h~nds in accordance with humane 
and civilized principles, there is printed below a 
statement giving the dates of the principal repre-
sentations and protests made by the Departme11t, 
with a brief resume of their purpose. The latest 
of these, representations con1prehensively citing· 
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categories of abuse and of neglect to whiGh Amer-
ican prisoners in the hands of the J a.panese have 
been subjected and calling for amelioration of the 
treatment accorded to .American nationals, both 
prisoners of war and civilian internees, went for-
'vard on January 27. 
1.942 
Jan1tary 13. The exchange of names of prisoners 
of war in accordance with article 77, Geneva 
Prisoners of War C'onvention, and of interned 
civilians in accordance with the same article 
whe11 ~pplied to the treatment of civilians, was 
proposed. 
J an~tary 31. Request that representatives of the 
Swiss Government entrusted with the protec-
tion of .American interests in Japan and J a pa-
nese-occupied. territory be permitted to visit 
all camps where Americans are held, in ac-
cordance with article 86, Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention. Similar · facilitie_s requested 
for representatives of the International Red 
Cross Committee in accordance with interna-
tional usage. 
Febr1tary 3. Proposal to exchange names of civil-
ian internees and prisoneJ:.'lS of war repeated. 
February 7. Request for permission to visit camps 
repeated. · 
Febru,ary 13. Proposal that in application of 
clauses of Geneva Convention which relate to 
food and clothing, racial and-national customs 
be taken into account. 
February 14. J apaneese Government informed 
that United States Government may have to 
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reconsider its policy of extending liberal treat-
n1ent to Japanese if assurances are not given 
by the Japanese Government that liberal prin-
ciples will be applied to .Americans. Request 
that Swiss representative be permitted to visit 
part of Philippines occupied by the Japanese 
forces. 
March 3. Request that nurses and other sanitary 
personnel be repatriated in accordance with 
article 12 of the Geneva Red Cross O'onvention. 
March 11. Asked for immediate report of the 
names of American sick, wounded, and dead. 
March 19. J\.fade proposals with regard to the 
labor of civilians, provision of food according 
to national tastes, visits . by friends, relatives, 
doctors, etc., visits by protecting po\ver and in-
ternational Red Cross to civilian internment 
camps. 
April 3. Asked for permission for the appoint-
n1ent of an International Red Cross representa-
tive for the Philippines. 
AtJr·il .11. Request for improvement i11 treatment 
of civilians at Kobe. 
May 14. Confirmation requested of message re-
ceived fron1 International Red Cross that J apa-
nese authorities are applying Geneva Red Cross 
Convention. 
ltlay 14 . .Asked if Swiss representatives were per-
mitted to interview prisoners of war withotlt 
witnesses in accordance with article 86 of 
Geneva Prisoners of War Co11vention. 
May 19 . .Asked for information concerning 
whereabouts of Americans from Wake Island. 
]}fay 19. Requested information concerning where-
abouts of Americans in Philippine Islands. 
'. 
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May 20. Repeated request for lists of American 
wounded, sick, and dead. 
May 20. Reqllested improvement of conditions. 
under which civilian internees were held. 
May 21. Requested visits to camps by Swiss rep--
resentatives and application of Geneva Pris--
oners of War Convention in outlying areas in 
accordance with Japanese Government's under-
taking. 
Ju1~e 4. Repeated request for permission for· 
Swiss and International Red Cross representa-
tives to visit camps. 
J~tne 11. Repeated request for permission for· 
Swiss representatives to interview prisoners of 
war without witnesses. 
June 19. Pressed for appointment of Interna--
tional Red Cross delegate in the Philippines. 
July· 14. Requested _Japanese Government to re--
port names of prisoners and internees held in. 
Philippines and British and Netherlands ter-
ritories under Japanese occupation in accord--
ance with article 77, Geneva Prisoners of War· 
C'onvention. 
July 1/J. Repatriation of seriously sick and. 
wounded prisoners of -war on the basis of the 
Model Agreement attached to the Geneva Pris--
oners of War Convention proposed. 
July 17. Requested Swiss to endeavor to have, . 
conditions in Kobe civilian camps improved. 
August 7. Protest against the sentences imposed 
on Americans who attempted escape from 
Shanghai _prisoner-of-war camp. These sen-
tences were contrary to article 50, Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention. Protest was 
made at the same time against the refusal of 
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the Japanese authorities to 'permit the Swiss 
representatives to visit these men. 
August 12. Permission again requested for Swiss 
· and International Red Cross repres.entatives to 
visit all camps. 
August 27. Again requested that visits to camps 
be permitted . 
. September 11. Additional request for the trans-
mission of names of prisoners of war. Asked 
if prisoners might mail cards immediately after 
their arrival at camp in accordance with article 
36, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention . 
. September 22. Lists of the camps, their location, 
and population requested. 
~September 26. Japanese asked to accept mail ad-
dressed to persons not reported as interned be-
cause Japanese authorities had not properly 
reported names of persons held . 
. September 29. Requested ranks of officers who un-
successfully attempted to escape be restored. 
Protection of Geneva Prisoners of War Conven-
tion for American aviators reportedly being held 
incommunicado demanded . 
. September 29. Requested reporting of names of 
400 American. civilians known to have been on 
Wake Island and whose. 11ames have not yet 
been reported as prisoners or internees. 
·October 6. Pressed for reply concerning proposals 
for repatriation of seriously sick and wounded .. 
November 12. Pressed Japanese to provide at 
their expense medical care for internees in 
accordance with article 14, Geneva Prisoners of 
War Convention, when adapted to the treatme11t 
of civilian internees. 
N ove1nber 17. Protest against six cases of atroci-· 
ties perpetrated by Japanese authorities. 
November 17. Requested additional food at Negi-
shi camp. 
N ove11tber 17. -vveel\:ly transmissio11 of names of 
American prisoners of war and civilian in-
ternees requested in accordance with article 77,. 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 
December 7. Names of captllred aviators and per--
mission to-visit them requested. 
December 7. Req~ested that (1) internees at Su-
mire be allowed to have visitors, (2) visitors-
may speal\: languages other than Japanese, (3) 
Swiss representatives be allowed to speak to in--
tern.ees without witnesses. 
Decenttber 12. Extended protest regarding torture,. 
neglect, physical viole11ce, solitary confinement, 
illegal prison sentences, mistreatment, and abuse 
that led to deaths of some Americans; failure 
to permit visits to camps by Swiss and Inter-
national Red c·ross representatives; and other-
violations of the Geneva Prisoners of _War Con-
vention and the laws of humanity. 
D ecen~b er 17. Protest against Japanese decision_ 
to apply Ge11eva Convention only to extent that 
its provisions do not change the effect of J apa--
nese laws in force. 
December 19. Protests against failure of Japanese· " 
to afford facilities to permit the receipt and 
distribution of relief supplies in accordance with 




.January 2. Requested that names of Americans 
held in an internment camp in Java be provided 
in accordance with article 77, Geneva PTisoners 
of War Convention, that Swiss representatives 
visit the camp in accordance with article 86, 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention, and that 
International Red Cross representatives be per-
mitted to visit the camp in accordance with gen-
eral international usage. ' 
.January 4. Protest concerning conditions at Shi-
nigawa prisoner-of-war camp. Protest covers 
insufficient diet (article 11, Geneva Prisoner of 
War Convention) and request that Japanese 
grant Americans reciprocal treatment with re-
spect to mail privileges and wages for labor. 
_February 4. Requested a b:beralization of maxi-
mum canteen purchases permitted in any month 
be granted on the basis of reciprocity. 
FebruaTy 5. Protest against Japanese failure to 
provide canteens in acco'rdance with article 12, 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention, failure 
to permit free exercise of religion in accordance 
with article 16, requirement that non-coinmis-
sioned officers perform other than supervisory 
labor · contrary to the provisions of article 27, 
limitation on correspondence with the protect-
ing power contrary to article 44. Increased 
facilities with regard to mail requested on a 
basis of reciprocity. 
_February 12. Protest against failure of Japanese 
to provide heat at Urawa camp in accordance 
with article 10, Geneva Prisoners of War Con-
vention. 
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February 15. Protest against Japanese refusal to 
per1nit Swiss representatives to interview in-
ternees "rithout witnesses in accordance with 
article 86, Geneva Prisoners of War c·onven-
tion. 
Febr~tary 16. Protest against the Japanese failure 
to provide proper 1nedical attention to prisoners 
of war i11 accordance with article 14, Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention. 
February 18. Protest against program of general 
internment of American nationals in the Far 
East. 
F ebr~tary 20. Protest against refusal of Japanese 
allthorities to permit American internees to re-
ceive foodstuffs sent from the outside in accord-
ance with article 37, Geneva Prisoners of War 
Convention. Japanese Gover11ment requested 
reciprocally to perrnit .Americans to receive 
visitors. 
February 25. Request that Japanese supply the 
names of Americans. held in the Sham-Sui-Po 
prisoner-of-war camp, Ko-vvloon, in accordance 
with article 77, Geneva Prisoners of War Con-
vention. 
J.lfarch 1. Further protest with regard to failure 
of Japanese autl1orities to permit interviews 
without wit11esses being present. Request that 
the Japanese authorities reciprocally provide 
und-erwear for American internees. 
March 1. Protest against refusal of Japanese au-
thorities in Thailand to apply Geneva Prisoners 
of War Convention in accordance with J a pa-
nese Government's undertaking. 
March 6. Protest against refusal of Japanese Gov-
ernment to permit representatives of protecting 
118 
power to visit and to commu·nicate with Ameri~ 
can civilian internees at Singapore in accord--
ance with articles 44 and 86, Geneva Prisoners. 
of War Convention . 
.. March 8. Requ~st for pern1ission for Swiss rep--
resentative§' to visit American prisoners of war--
in labor detachments. · 
March 11. Japanese Government reminded that-
United Stat_es Government expects that Geneva_ 
Prisoners of War Convention will be applied 
to the treatment of .American prisoners held by-
the Japanese forces in Thailand. 
March 12. Japanese Government pressed to re--
store military rank of .American officers who,. 
as a penalty for trying· to escape, were deprived_ 
of their rank contrary to article 49, Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention. 
March 15 . .Additional protest against failure of· 
Japanese authorities to transmit the names of 
prisoners of war and civilian internees in accord--
ai1ce with article 77, Geneva Prisoners of War· 
Convention. 
March 16. Protest against refusal of Japanese· 
authorities to install canteens V\7here foodstuffs. 
may be purchased in accordance with article 
12, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention, and 
to permit interviews between internees and~ 
Swiss delegate without witnesses. 
March 18. Protest against another instance whe11: 
Japanese did not permit Swiss representative to ~ 
interview internees without witnesses. 
March 26. Reciprocal treatment again requested. 
with regard to mail forwarded by civilian In-· 
ternees and prisoners of war. 
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-~1 arch 30. Protest against ·failure of Japanese 
Government to report names of all American 
civilians who were taken into custody at Wake 
Island. 
April 3. Further protest against Japanese fajlure 
to provide clothing in accordance with article 
12, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 
Ap1ril 8. Reciprocal treatment requested for in-
terned persons ~to live together as family units. 
April 12. Protest against ~the Japanese action in 
sentencing to death American airmen for acts 
committed during military operations. Protest 
made at the same tin1e against Japanese refusal 
to grant these men 'the safeguards with respect 
to judicial proceedings set up in articles 60, 61, 
62, 65, and 66, Geneva Prisoners of War Con-
vention. 
lJ!l ay 22. Protest against refu~al 'of the Japanese 
Government to permit representatives of the 
protecting po,ver · to act in behalf of Americ~n 
interests in Hong Kong. 
May 25. Protest aga~nst Japanese 'refusal to per-
mit visits to camps near Shanghai by repre-
sentatives of the 'Swiss Consulate General. 
May 25. Protest against continued Japanese re-
fusal to permit conversations between prisoners 
of war and Swiss representatives without wit-
nesses. 
Jl!l ay 25. Protest against refusal of Japanese Gov-
ernment to permit advances of official United 
States Government funds to needy American 
. nationals detained by Japan. · 
}fay 2.5. Further protest with 'regard to the fail~ 
ure of the Japanese Government to report 
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names of all civilians last kno\vn to have been 
on Wake Island. 
May 27. General protest ·against the Japanese 
failure to ·provide standards of ho:using, diet, 
cl<?thing, medical care, etc., for Americans, that 
are in accordance with the Geneva Prisoners 
of War Convention. ' 
May .31. Request that Swiss visit civilians in-
terned in Philippines and priso11ers of war held 
at Mukden, Manchuria. 
June 5. Protest against failure of 'Japanese to 
permit visits by representatives of the protect-
ing power to internment camps in and near 
Canton, W eihsie11, and Wuhu, all in China. 
June 9. Protest against failure of Japanese Gov-
ernment to permit Swiss to visit prisoner-of-
war camp at Hakodate in accordaJ!ce 'with' ar-
ticle 86, Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 
July .3. Further protest with regard to failure of 
Japanese authorities to permit Swiss repre-
"sentatives to visit camps. 
July 6. Extended protest against the Japanese 
Government's refusal to permit Swiss repre-
sentatives to visit all prisoner-of-war and civil-
ian internment camps 'in Japan and Japanese-
occupied territory. 
July 17. Protest against Japanese Government's 
action in locating can1ps in an unhealthy loca-
tion, in failing to communicate orders to pris-
oners ·of war in a language which they under-
stand, in failing to permit the camp spokesmen 
to correspond with the protecting power, i11 
failing to provide clothing, and in requiring ex-
cessive hou-rs of 1abor by prisoners of war. 
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Tl1ese acts vvere contrary to articles 10, 20, 44, 
12, and 30, respectively, of the Geneva Prison-
ers of War Convention. Reciprocal treatment 
with regard to mail again requested. 
July 20. Protest against failure of Japanese au-
thorities to (1) supply adequate food, lodging, 
and clothing (2) to permit representatives of 
protecting power to interview internees without 
'vitnesses (3) establish ca11teens at civilian in-
ternment camps. 
August 5. Pr.otest against failure of Japanese 
Government to report names of 'Americans be-
ing held in Burma as required by article 77, 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention. 
October 7. Protest against failure of Japanese aN-
thorities 'to permit visits to prisoner-of-war 
camp at Fukuoka. 
October 13. Reciprocal treatment requested with 
respect to the privilege of dati11g letters and 
postcards mailed by prisoners of war and civil-
ian internees. 
November 19. Additional protest with respect to 
the failure of the Japanese Govennment to re-
port the names of American civilians interned 
at Wake Island. 
November '22. Protest against Japanese failure to 
permit the Swiss representatives to visit Amer-
ican prisoners of war held by the Japanese in· 
Thailand. 
D~ece11~ber 1. Additional representations with re-
spect to reciprocal privileges for 'prisoners of 
war and civilian internees to forward mail. 
December 2 . .Additional protest with respect to the 
failure of the ·Japanese Government to report 
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the names of all civilians held in internment 
camps as well as the release or transfer of per-
sons previously reported in accordance with 
article~ 77 of the Geneva Prisoners. of War Con-
vention when it is adapted to the treatment of 
civilian internees . 
.Decen~ber 11. Protest against Japanese refusal -
to permit represen~atives of the protecting 
po,ver to visit sick .Americans held in hospital 
in Shanghai. 
1944 
January 27. Extended protest to Japanese Gov-
ernment with res.pect to : 
(1) Failure to permit representatives of Swiss 
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Government and of the International Red Cross 
Committee to visit all places where .Americans 
are held 
(2) failure to forward complaints to the -appro-
priate authorities and to representatives of the 
protecting power , 
(3) punishment of .American nationals for com-
plaining concerning the conditions of captivity 
(4) failure to furnish needed clothing to .Ameri-
can nationals 
(5) confiscation of· personal effects from .Ameri-
can civilian internees and prisoners of war. 
(6) subjection of .Americans to inst1lts and to 
public curiosity 
(7) failure and refusal to provide health-sus-
taining food 
(8) improper use of the profits of the sale of 
goods in camp canteens 
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(9) forcing civilians to perform labor other than 
that connected with the administration, main-
tenance, and management. of internment camps 
(10) forcing officer prisoners of war to perform 
labor and non-commissioned officers _to do other 
than supervisory worl{ 
(11) requiring prisoners of war to perform labor 
that has a direct relation with war operations 
(12) failure to provide proper medical care 
(13) failure to report the names of all prisoners 
of war and civilian internees in their hands and 
of American combatants found dead on the field 
of battle 
(14) failure to permit prisoners of war freely to 
exercise their religion 
(15) failure to post copies of Geneva Prisoners 
of War Conventio.n . in English translation in 
the camps 
(16) failure to provide adequate equipment and 
accommodations in the camps 
(17) failure to apply the provisions of the Geneva 
Prisoners of War Convention with respect to 
the trial and punishment of prisoners of war 
(18) inflicting corporal punishment and torture 
upon American nationals. 
J anua.ry 27. Comprehensive statement detailing 
specific instances of failure of the Japanese 
Government to abide by its commitments as 
charged above. 
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